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SILENT THEFT
The Private Plunder of Our Common Wealth

David Bollier

"The subject of Silent Theft is urgently important,
and Bollier's handling of this complex set of issues
is both deft and straightforward. The more peo-
ple who read Silent Theft, the better our
world."

—Norman Lear

"A tour de force narrative that draws the reader into a high alert over what we have lost by allowing business lobbies and
their captive government to turn rampant commercialism into the controlling ideology over our public assets and values.
Silent Theft defines, with sure handed authority, a grand new mission for the beleaguered American common-
wealth—that it should be governed by civic values not commercial, unaccountable supremacies. Enter this new world of
human possibilities!"

—Ralph Nader*

"A calm reasonable primer on a topic of enormous importance. Buy a copy, and when you've read it, donate it to
that wonderful commons called your local library."

—Bill McKibben author, The End of Nature

"This beautifully written, carefully argued book shows how little we learned from the past. Free and open resources
have always been central to creativity and growth; Bollier shows how in a range of important contexts, free and open
resources are being enclosed, to the benefit of the corporate class, and burden of Americans generally."

—Lawrence Lessig, author of The Future of Ideas

In an age of market triumphalism, does the notion of the commons have any practical meaning?  Crisp and rev-
elatory, Silent Theft is a bold attempt to develop a new language of the commons, a new ethos of common-
wealth in the face of a market ethic that knows no bounds.
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